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Using Visual Aids in a Speech 

TIP #1:  When using visual aids in a speech, ALWAYS practice the speech with the visual aids. I could not 
emphasize this too much. There is scarcely a worse speech scenario than the one where the speaker is trying to figure 
out how the equipment works as the person is giving the speech, or when slides/overheads/visuals etc. are out of order, 
upside-down, missing, etc. The best way to avoid this embarrassing and speech-destroying scenario is to actually use 
the device you will be using during your speech in one or more of your practice speeches. Don't even take a large pad of 
paper and easel for granted! Pens run dry, easels may not hold your visual correctly, etc.  It is amazing what can go 
wrong at that critical moment that you least want it to happen. 

TIP # 2:  When using visual aids in speeches, always remember the 'aids' part. They are only helpers. Never 
rely totally on your visual aids to deliver the message to the audience. The speech itself has to have the brunt of 
the content.   So instead, create visual aids that either 1.)  HELP US TO BETTER UNDERSTAND the content of your speech or 
2.)  HELP YOU TO BETTER COMMUNICATE.  DON’T choose just pictures that relate to your topic.  They must AID in 
communicating the material of your speech.   

 For example, if you are giving a speech on the history of gum, a visual aid would NOT be a pack of gum that you picked up at the drug 
store and show us.  That would be considered a prop, and in know way helps us to better understand the content of your speech.  It is 
not a visual AID.  A visual aid might instead be blown-up pictures that show how gum wrappers/packages evolved over time.) 

TIP #3:  Don't use visual aids that distract the audience from what the speaker is saying. Graphics are great, 
and extremely important, but they defeat the purpose of the speech if they are so pretty or complicated that the audience 
is not paying attention to the speaker.  To keep from becoming a distraction, VA’s should be:   

1. Understandable & not too “Text-y” (we don’t have to stop listening to you to try figure them out or read the 
text) 

2. Clearly visible (not too small to be clearly seen; text not too small to be easily read) 
3. NOT passed around (this, too, distracts from your speech) unless they are passed out AFTER your speech 

(such as brochures for action) 
4. Covered (or turned around) when not in use (keeps us from looking at the VA when we need to be instead 

watching you) 

TIP #4:  Motion other than that of the speaker should be avoided unless it is done for a short interval to 
intentionally draw the listener’s attention to something. Never turn your back on the audience to point at something 
on your visual, and never read off of your visual with your back to your audience.  For example, don’t turn your back to 
your audience to read off of a power point or poster.  (Instead, if using a power point as your visual aid, print off the 
slides and refer to the printed off slides, if needed, so that you keep yourself connected with your audience.) 

TIP #5:  Presenting lots of stats and numbers (especially all at once) is generally a time when your audience will tune 
you out. Make a graph, it will keep the audiences' attention much better than a lot of numbers will.  
 

TIP #6:  Make sure that your visual looks professional and is visually interesting (but not too “busy”).   DON’T 
just slap something on a posterboard.  Get help from someone who’s good at art, or technology…or take your ideas to 
Kinko’s.  Make sure your visual is worth looking at!  (The professionalism of your VA will be graded.) 
 

Information adapted from “Speech Tips & Pointers” @ http://www.thebeckoning.com/acadec/speech/speech-visuals.html 
 



Practice:  Visual Aid Adaptations 
 
 

Purpose and Directions: 

To give you practice in finding solutions to problems you may encounter when preparing or using visual aids.  

In small groups examine the problems and come up with possible solutions. Focus your discussion on the adequacy of 
the solutions, alternatives that might have been selected, and the possibility that the solutions might create additional 
problems. On the second half of this assignment your group is to recommend visual aids for the assigned topic. You will 
report your recommendations to the entire class. 

Part One- Problems: 

1. You have found a photograph that seems to perfectly illustrate a major point in your speech, but it is very small. 

2. You have found a commercially prepared map of an area you wish to describe or discuss in your speech. 

3. Your speech on the treasure ship Atocha needs a visual aid showing where the ship was located. You have found in a 
book a map that provides the location. You also need something to illustrate the treasures, but the pictures 
accompanying the article are small. 

4. You are the first speaker scheduled for the day; the second speaker has already drawn visual aids on the “white” 
board or “chalk” board. 

5. You are scheduled to speak on the second day of a round of speeches requiring visual aids. you have prepared a 
speech that uses three posters. During the first day of speeches, other students had problems displaying their posters, 
which kept falling off the chalkboard ledge. 

6. Your speech requires you to display several small objects, one at a time, in the middle of you speech. They need to 
be placed so that you can reach them easily and quickly at appropriate times. 

Part Two- Selecting/Brainstorming about possible Visual Aids 

1. The perils of the Oregon Trail    

2. How to housebreak a puppy  

3. The superiority of a Nike tennis shoe  

4. Massaging away tensions   

5. The importance of using a sunscreen  

6. County emergency services   


