
!"#$%&&& & & & & &

'()*%&&&& & &

 

Improvisation:  Creating Environments 

From How to Improvise a Full-Length Play  by Kenn Adams (pgs 123-129) 

 

+,-&.#/*(0.1"2.(-34&"&5$6678*$"2$9&$-0.*(-#$-2&8"-&:$&"&5(-9$*;)6&<.;2&2(&2=$&"82(*>.#/*(0.1(*?&&@(*$&2="-&

A)12&/*(0.9.-<&"&6(8"2.(-4&2=$&$-0.*(-#$-2&8"-&=$6/&9$0$6(/&2=$&12(*B?&&,2&8"-&1$*0$&"1&"&8"2"6B12&;(*&2=$&

"82.(-4&";;$82&2=$&*$6"2.(-1=./1&:$25$$-&2=$&8="*"82$*14&"-9&(;;$*&"&1B#:(6&(*&"&#$2"/=(*&2(&;$$9&2=$&/6"BC1&

2=$#$?&

,-&;"824&.-&"&;)6676$-<2=&/6"B4&2=$&$-0.*(-#$-2&-(2&(-6B&8"-&9(&2=(1$&2=.-<1&:)2&.2&"61(&":1(6)2$6B&#)12?&&D=$&

5(*69&(;&2=$&9*"#"&="1&-(&*((#&;(*&2=$&"*:.2*"*B&+)-86$"*3?&&E0$*B2=.-<&/*$1$-2$9&2(&2=$&")9.$-8$4&<*$"2&(*&

2*.0."64&#)12&="0$&1.<-.;.8"-8$&.-&2=$&8(-2$F2&(;&2=$&5=(6$?&&,;&5$&8=((1$&2(&/*$1$-2&()*&8="*"82$*1&.-&"&

8$*2".-&6(8"2.(-&"-9&"2&"&8$*2".-&2.#$4&2=$-&2="2&6(8"2.(-&"-9&2="2&2.#$&#)12&:$&":1(6)2$6B&$11$-2."6&2(&2=$&

12(*B?&&,-9$$94&.2&1=()69&:$&.#/(11.:6$&;(*&2="2&$F"82&12(*B&2(&)-;(69&.-&"-B&(2=$*&/6"8$&.#"<.-":6$?&&

G-&"66&2((&8(##(-&(88)**$-8$&.-&.#/*(0.1"2.(-&.1&;(*&"&18$-$&2(&2"H$&/6"8$&*$<"*96$11&(;&.21&$-0.*(-#$-2&

*"2=$*&2="-&:$8")1$&(;&.21&$-0.*(-#$-2?&&I(*&$F"#/6$4&"&=)1:"-9&"-9&5.;$&"*$&.-&"-&.8$78*$"#&1=(/&"-9&"&

="-91(#$4&B()-<&#"-&5"6H1&.-4&8"28=.-<&2=$&5.;$C1&"22$-2.(-?&&D=$&=)1:"-9&12"*21&;$$6.-<&.-1$8)*$&"-9&

A$"6()14&"-9&2=$&5.;$&:$8(#$1&"--(B$9?&&D=$B&1J)"::6$4&"-9&2=$&=)1:"-9&5"6H1&()24&6$"0.-<&2=$&5.;$&2(&2"H$&

"&1$8(-9&6((H&"2&2=$&="-91(#$4&B()-<&#"-?&

D=.1&8()69&:$&"-&.-2$*$12.-<&18$-$4&:)2&-(2.8$&=(5&.-9$/$-9$-2&.2&.1&(;&2=$&$-0.*(-#$-2?&&K"2=$*&2="-&2"H.-<&

/6"8$&.-&"-&.8$78*$"#&1=(/4&.2&8()69&="0$&A)12&"1&$"1.6B&:$$-&1$2&.-&"-&$6$<"-2&*$12")*"-24&2=$&9$8H&(;&"&8*).1$&

1=./4&(*&"&/"*H&:$-8=&(-&"&L)-9"B&";2$*-((-?&&,2&="//$-$9&*$<"*96$11&(;&2=$&;"82&2="2&.2&5"1&.-&"-&.8$78*$"#&

1=(/&"-9&-(2&:$8")1$&(;&.2?&&&

MD=.-H&"<".-&":()2&2=$&8()/6$&.-&2=$&.8$78*$"#&1=(/&"-9&.#"<.-$&.;&2=$&18$-$&)-;(69$9&9.;;$*$-26B?&&D=$&

5.;$&*)1=$1&.-4&;(66(5$9&:B&=$*&=)1:"-9?&&'$C1&2.*$94&"-9&1=$C1&/*$<-"-2?&&,2C1&NN%OP&/?#?&"-9&1=$C1&="0.-<&"&

8*"0.-<&;(*&Q=(8(6"2$&D*./6$&I)9<$4&"-9&)-2.6&1=$&<$21&.2&2=$*$&5.66&-(2&:$&"-B&/$"8$&:$25$$-&2=$#?&&D=$&

86$*H4&=(5$0$*4&.1&0$*B&1(**B4&:)2&2=$B&A)12&*"-&()2&(;&Q=(8(6"2$&D*./6$&I)9<$&"-9&8"-&1=$&(;;$*&=$*&1(#$&

K(8HB&K("9&R$6)F$S&&D=$&5.;$&:$8(#$1&.-1"-$6B&;)*.()1&"2&2=$&-(2.(-&2="2&K(8HB&K("9&9$6)F$&8"-&.-&"-B&

5"B&:$&8(-1.9$*$9&"&1):12.2)2$&;(*&Q=(8(6"2$&D*./6$&I)9<$&"-9&:$*"2$1&2=$&=)1:"-9&;(*&=.1&.-":.6.2B&2(&

/*(0.9$&$0$-&2=$&:"*$12&(;&-$8$11.2.$1&;(*&=$*&"-9&=$*&8=.69?&&D=$&25(&:$<.-&2(&1J)"::6$&)-2.6&;.-"66B&2=$&5.;$&

:*$"H1&9(5-&.-&"/(6(<$2.8&2$"*1&"-9&8(-;$11$1&2="2&1=$&.1&":1(6)2$6B&2$**.;.$9&(;&:$8(#.-<&"&#(2=$*&"-9&

*.996$9&5.2=&.-1$8)*.2.$1?&&D=$&=)1:"-9&"11)*$1&=$*&2="2&2=$B&"*$&.-&2=.1&2(<$2=$*4&"-9&2=$&25(&*$8(-8.6$?&&

L)99$-6B4&2=$&86$*H&9.18(0$*1&"&5=(6$&)-(/$-$9&2.-&(;&Q=(8(6"2$&D*./6$&I)9<$?&&'(5$0$*4&2=$&5.;$&.1&-(5&.-&

-$$9&(;&"&/"12*"#.&1"-95.8=4&"-9&1=$&*)-1&()21.9$&/)66.-<&=$*&=)1:"-9&:$=.-9&=$*?&

!(2.8$&=(54&-(54&2=$&18$-$&8()69&-(2&2"H$&/6"8$&.-&"-B&(2=$*&6(8"2.(-&.-&2=$&5(*69&"1.9$&;*(#&"-&.8$78*$"#&

1=(/?&&,2&1.#/6B&5()69-C2&#"H$&1$-1$&;(*&"&5(#"-&.-&9$1/$*"2$&-$$9&(;&D*./6$&I)9<$&2(&<(&"-B5=$*$&$61$?&&

I)*2=$*#(*$4&-(2&(-6B&5"1&2=$&18$-$&.-&-$$9&(;&.21&6(8"2.(-4&:)2&"61(&2=$&18$-$&5"1&8")1$9&:B&.21&6(8"2.(-?&&

D=$&;"82&2="2&2=.1&/"*2.8)6"*&.8$78*$"#&1=(/&9.9&-(2&="0$&"-B&Q=(8(6"2$&D*./6$&I)9<$&5"1&5="2&/*(/$66$9&

2=$&5.;$&.-2(&=B12$*.81&"-9&6")-8=$9&=$*&$#(2.(-"6&A()*-$B?&

Establishing the Environment 

D=$&<("64&2=$-4&.1&2(&8*$"2$&"-&$-0.*(-#$-2&5.2=()2&5=.8=&B()*&+18$-$3&8()69&-$0$*&$F.12?&&D(&#"**B&2=$&/6(2&

"-9&2=$&/6"8$&1(&86(1$6B&2="2&(-$&5()69&:$&#$"-.-<6$11&5.2=()2&2=$&(2=$*?&&'$*$4&2=$-4&"*$&1(#$&0"*.()1&

5"B1&.-&5=.8=&B()&#.<=2&"//*("8=&2=$&2"1H%&



!"##$%&'#()*&

T$;(*$&2=$&$-0.*(-#$-2&8"-&:$8(#$&"-&.-2$<*"6&/"*2&(;&2=$&+"-&.#/*(0.1$9&18$-$34&2=$*$&#)12&:$&-(&

#.12"H$&":()2&5="2&.2&.1?&&U=$*$&"-9&5=$-&9($1&2=$&"82.(-&2"H$&/6"8$S&&MD=$&(-6B&5"B&2(&$12":6.1=&2=$&

$-0.*(-#$-2&.1&2(&="0$&2=$&8="*"82$*1&.9$-2.;B&.24&0$*:"66B4&.-&2=$&8()*1$&(;&2=$.*&9."6(<)$?&&D=.1&-$$91&2(&:$&

9(-$&+J).8H6B&.-&2=$&18$-$3?&&D=$&1((-$*&2=$&:$22$*V&&

W2=$*5.1$&B()&*.1H&9.1"12*()1&8(-;)1.(-4&-(2&(-6B&(-&2=$&/"*2&(;&2=$&")9.$-8$4&:)2&"61(&"#(-<&2=$&

.#/*(0.1$*1&2=$#1$60$1?&&!(2=.-<&.1&2()<=$*&2(&*$8(0$*&;*(#&2="-&"M18$-$&.-&5=.8=&$0$*B:(9B&2=()<=2&

2="2&2=$B&5$*$&1(#$/6"8$&$61$?&&G&1.#/6$&6.-$&1)8=&"14&XU(54&2=$&6.0.-<&*((#&6((H1&<*$"24Y&(*&X,C0$&-$0$*&

:$$-&.-&"&*$"6&:"-H&0")62&:$;(*$4Y&.1&"2&6$"12&$-()<=&2(&#"H$&.2&86$"*&;(*#&2=$&()21$2&5=$*$&2=$&"82.(-&2"H$1&

/6"8$?&

+"##,'-./01'#()*&

!"#.-<&2=$&$-0.*(-#$-24&=(5$0$*4&.1&A)12&2=$&:$<.--.-<?&&,2&.1&"&8(##(-&2*"/&;(*&.#/*(0.1$*1&2(&"11)#$&

2="2&2=$&")9.$-8$&X1$$1Y&2=$&$-0.*(-#$-2&"1&86$"*6B&"1&2=$B&9(?&&T)24&2=$B&9(-C2?&&&U=.6$&2=$&.#/*(0.1$*&.-&2=$&

18$-$&#.<=2&1$$&2="2&$6":(*"2$&Z"1&[$<"1&8"1.-(4&5.2=&#.**(*$9&5"6614&;6"1=.-<&6.<=214&2=.8H&*$9&8"*/$2.-<4&

*(51&"-9&*(51&(;&;6"1=.-<&16(2&#"8=.-$14&"-9&=)-9*$91&(;&/$(/6$&#.66.-<&":()24&2=$&")9.$-8$&1$$1&"-&$#/2B&

+/6"B.-<&1/"8$3M,2&.1&)/&2(&2=$&.#/*(0.1$*&2(&8*$"2$&2=$&8"1.-(&;(*&2=$&")9.$-8$4&"-9&9$18*./2.0$&6"-<)"<$&.1&

2=$&(-6B&2((6&"0".6":6$?&&D=$&1H.66&.1&.-8(*/(*"2.-<&2="2&9$18*./2.0$&#"2$*."6&.-2(&2=$&-"2)*"6&9."6(<)$&(;&2=$&

8="*"82$*1?&

2"##3-'#()*#

!(2=.-<&=$6/1&2(&8*$"2$&"-&$-0.*(-#$-2&"1&#)8=&"1&;.66.-<&.2&)/&5.2=&(:A$821&"-9&;)*-.2)*$&2=*()<=&2=$&)1$&

(;&/"-2(#.#$?&&I$5&2=.-<1&"*$&#(*$&#"<.8"6&2(&5"28=&2="-&1$0$*"6&9.;;$*$-2&8="*"82$*1&(/$-&)/&2=$&1"#$&

9*"5$*4&.-&2=$&1"#$&-.<=212"-94&(*&/6"B&2=$&1"#$&/."-(4&(*&;6./&2=$&1"#$&6.<=2&15.28=4&2=*()<=()2&2=$&8()*1$&

(;&2=$&18$-$?&&U=.6$&/"-2(#.#$&.1&"&=.<=6B&1/$8."6.\$9&1H.66&2="2&9($1&-(2&8(#$&$"1.6BM.2&.1&-(2&.#/(11.:6$&2(&

<".-&"&:"1.8&8(#/$2$-8B&5.2=&/"-2(#.#$M.-&(*9$*&;(*&.2&2(&:$&=.<=6B&$;;$82.0$?&&

Just i fy ing the Environment 

U=.6$&-"#.-<4&9$18*.:.-<4&"-9&)1.-<&2=$&$-0.*(-#$-2&5.66&$12":6.1=&.2&86$"*6B4&.2&5.66&-(2&-$8$11"*.6B&A)12.;B&

.2?&&G<".-4&.2&.1&-(2&$-()<=&;(*&2=$&$-0.*(-#$-2M2(&:$&/(11.:6$?&&,2&#)12&:$&-$8$11"*B?&&,2&#)12&:$&"2&6$"12&

/"*26B&*$1/(-1.:6$&;(*&8")1.-<&2=$&+"82.(-&.-&2=$&18$-$3?&

45-)067089#):'#;8<0/=8&'8)>##?=#0)#.%8#1'#%#.%)%@7-)#6=/#):'#%.)0=8&&

TB&+8*$"2.-<3&"-&$-0.*(-#$-2&5.2=&"22*.:)2$1&2="2&";;$82&2=$&8="*"82$*14&.2&8"-&$"1.6B&:$8(#$&"&8"2"6B12&;(*&

2=$&"82.(-!""#$%&'(')*"+,%"%'-(./'$%'+"()'(+%0*"/."(0"&"1&20%"3/."+,%"&1+(/'4&I(*&$F"#/6$4&.;&2=$&$-0.*(-#$-2&.1&

(//*$11.0$6B&=(24&.2&#.<=2&8")1$&2=$&8="*"82$*1&2(&:$8(#$&$"1.6B&.**.2"2$9&"-9&6$"9&2(&"-&"*<)#$-2&2="2&

5()69&-(24&)-9$*&(2=$*&8.*8)#12"-8$14&="0$&2"H$-&/6"8$?&&W*4&.;&2=$*$C1&"-&)-*$6$-2.-<&2=)-9$*&"-9&6.<=2-.-<&

12(*#&()21.9$&"-9&2=$&8="*"82$*1&"*$&2*"//$9&.-1.9$4&2=$B&#.<=2&:$&6$9&2(&"-&.-2.#"8B&2="2&5()69&-(2&="0$&

(2=$*5.1$&9$0$6(/$9?&&W*4&.;&2=$&$-0.*(-#$-2&="9&"&1/.9$*&.-&.2&"-9&(-$&(;&2=$&8="*"82$*1&1);;$*$9&;*(#&

"*"8=-(/=(:."4&2=$&8="*"82$*C1&:$="0.(*&5()69&:$&.-&9.*$82&*$1/(-1$&2(&2=$&$-0.*(-#$-2?&&,-&$"8=&(;&2=$&

8"1$1&":(0$4&2=$&$-0.*(-#$-2&8")1$1&2=$&"82.(-?&&!"#$%"&'(")*++,--.""5,%'"($6./-(0(')*"+.7"+/"+&89"&:/2+"+,%"

%'-(./'$%'+&8"&++.(:2+%"&0"8(++8%"&0"6/00(:8%!"";&+,%.*"&88/<"(+0"('382%'1%"+/"&33%1+"+,%".%8&+(/'0,(6"/'"0+&)%":7"

&33%1+(')"+,%":%,&-(/."&'="+,%"%$/+(/'0"/3"+,%"1,&.&1+%.!&

45-)067089#):'#;8<0/=8&'8)>##?=#0)#.%8#%66'.)#):'#/'@%)0=8-:0AB-C#1')D''8#):'#.:%/%.)'/-&

TB&8*$"2.-<&"-&$-0.*(-#$-2&2="2&.1&(;&1/$8."6&1.<-.;.8"-8$&2(&2=$&8="*"82$*14&.2&8"-&$"1.6B&12.*&2=$&*$6"2.(-1=./&

:$25$$-&2=$#&"-9&"99&;)$6&;(*&2=$&9*"#"?&&I(*&$F"#/6$4&"&18$-$&:$25$$-&25(&"9)62&1.12$*1&5.66&:$&9.;;$*$-2&

.;&.2&.1&1$2&.-&2=$&6(::B&(;&"&=(2$6&2="-&.;&.2&.1&1$2&.-&2=$&:$9*((#&2="2&2=$B&1="*$9&"1&8=.69*$-&;(*&NO&B$"*1?&&

D=$&/$*1(-"6&"-9&$#(2.(-"6&8(--$82.(-1&5.2=&2=$.*&8=.69=((9&:$9*((#&"*$&;"*&#(*$&6.H$6B&2(&2"/&.-2(&2=$&

.--$*&8(*$&(;&2=$.*&*$6"2.(-1=./&"-9&/*(0(H$&"&9*"#"2.8&18$-$?&&,2C1&0$*B&=$6/;)64&2=$*$;(*$&.;&1$0$*"6&(;&2=$&

8="*"82$*1&="0$&"&+12*(-<3&8(--$82.(-&2(&2=$&$-0.*(-#$-2&+8*$"2$93?&


